May 25, 1887. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

■ ■ 1 ■ L I' !■ " I l l i l ■ !!■ ■ ' ■-<■■ 


wu the image and glory of God. But we find 
man instructed of the Lord having an artificial 
covering upon his head while miniatering in holy 
thing*. We can read from the sacred page, lan- 
guage that ia to the point, and conclusive on this 
question, aa follows : "And it shall come to pass 
that when they enter in at the gates of the inner 
court, they ahall be clothed with linen garments, 
• • * They shall have linen bonneta en their 
heads, * * » And when they go forth unto the 
outter courts, even unto the outter court of the peo- 
ple, they ahall put off their garments," Ezekiel 44 : 

17, 20. 

These men wore created in the image and glory 
of God, and yet they ministered before God with 
artificial coverings — linen bonnets on their heads. 
If the covering spoken of by Paul was an artificial 
covering then his teaching conflicts with the in- 
structions given to these priests, and the reason 
given for the removal of the covering will not ap- 
ply. And if Paul did not have an artificial cover- 
ing in view when speaking relative to the man un- 
covering his head, no more did be speak of an 
artificial covering when he speaks of the woman 
having her bead covered. 

But Paul did teach that man praying or proph- 
esying should have his head uncovered, and since 
it evidently did not mean the removal of an artifi- 
cial covering, then it must have meant the removal 
of the natural covering, — the hair. Not, however, 
the pulling out of the hair, nor the shaving of the 
head, but as it is explained in Ezekiel 44 : 20, aa 
follows : "Neither shall they shave their heads, 
nor allow their locks to grow long : they shall only 
poll their heads," Now, is it not plain that Paul 
meant just the reverse of this when he speaks of 
the woman, and there is nothing contradictory or 
obscure in his language, whatever? Paul says, re- 
garding the woman, having her head neither shaven 
aor her locks growing long : "But every woman 
praying or prophesying with ber head uncovered 
dishonoreth her head : for that is all one as if she 
were sbaven. For if the woman be not covered 
(veiled with long hair) let her also be shorn i but 
if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, 
let her be covered * * * But if a woman have long 
hair it 1b a glory to her : for her hair is given her 
for a covering." [veil.], And please remember, in 
this connection, that the shearing or shaving of the 
head of the woman is pronounced a shame by Paul 
but there is nothing in the Scripture to indicate 
why this was shameful and there is no evidence 
that lewd or abandoned women were thus designat- 
ed except what we find in Num. 5 : 18 where we 
read that the woman who was suspected ahould 
have her head uncovered etc If this did not mean 
simply to cut off her long hair it meant to shave 
her head. But Paul may have reference to Deut. 
22 : 6 where a distinction in outward appearance 
between the man and woman ia insisted upon, 
But the lewd and abandoned woman was designat- 
ed by having her head covered with an artificial 
covering, as in Gen. 38: 14, It seems to me alto- 
gether unreasonable that Paul should insist that a 
woman should dishonor her head unless she should 
appear in prayer and prophesying with artificial 
veil or covering on her head after the manner of 
the woman that was despised by all lovers of 

decency. 

Paul gives reasons why a woman should have 
her head covered while praying or prophesying. 
There are several : lit. She is the glory of the 
man. 2d. The woman is of the man. 3d. She was 
created for the man. 4th. Because of the angels. 
But every reason here given why a woman pray- 
ing or prophesying should have her head covered. 
has existed since the creation. She wan of the 
man, created for the man, she is the glory of the 
man, and there always have been angels. But no 
one can find anywhere where the religious woman, 
the praying woman, under the old dispensation, or 
in the primitive Christian church, was ever re- 
quired to wear a veil, or a bonnet, or a cap in order 
to make her devotion acceptable to God. But I 
believe that the religious woma iythe praying wo- 
TTfrn^oAftrftlly Kft^hwr heajd opyg red iff her~~devo - 
tions ^ just as the apoatle Paul indicates "Her hair 
w as"given~ her > fDT * r»v»TJng." ' 

But I say further that I do not consider that 
Paul intended to have any one infer that he looked 


npOTthja jubject in tb» right of it « haing, * *hnrrh cannot stop. 
ordinance^ He praised the Corinthian* for keep I letter, 
ing the ordinances, but there was something else 
that tbey wanted advice or instruction on, and he 
gives it. J^Hnf » i^tit. pftrtahg ot th«- nature. .ol an 
ordinanc e, because it is not gi ven as a positive 


" The laws are homeless — a dead 


command, but P aul assigns reasons why the wo- 
man should have her head covered and 


and the ma n 
sho uld have _hja- hftJ d M*Jt>aja>4 He does not 
claim for it the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ 
as be does in the supper and the communion. He 
moreover plainly sa ys that if any one wants to be 


contentiou s we have no such custoii 
churches oi -Gad^- By we Paul perhaps m eant the 

Apost les, by the^ c hurchea ol Uod h lTmeaut thaj behold the various religious 
diffe rent congregations. Theconjention_jn_ the 
Corinthian ch urch had arisen co ncerning this cub- 
tomVoTusage, about wnici^Tie^jpe«J^_anji _he 
reasons the matter with them, giving t hem his ad - 
vice7and tells them what be considers eminently 
proper and rigfrt jor them to do ; but aa If he kniw 
thaTsome would be inclined to wrest this Scripture, 
if not for their own destruction for the destruction 
of others, he expressly says, there is no established 
custom for themselves nor the churches of God, 
leaving the whole matter to be governed by cir- 
cumstances. 

Paul explains matters in a very similar manner 
in the seventh chapter of this letter when he speak* 
on the subject of marriage, Paul was unmarried 
himself, and he advises every body to remain sin- 
gle ; but he gives it expressly as bis own advice, 
He does not lay it down as the law of the Lord, 
and young men and women may marry without 
calling in question t he inspiration of the learned 
Apostle ; for he tells it expressly that be doe*- not 


Brethren, I feel that we should not only congrat- 
ulate ourselves, but devoutly thank God for our 

success in bringing about, by his help, this wonder- 
ful and radical change in the German Baptist 
church. This work now being about done, we 
should turn our attention to one own boat and see 
that it does not drift out of the Gospel channel, for 
it is almost universally the case, when we try to 
avoid one extreme, to get into the opposite one 
Now since we have cast off the yoke of Pharisaical 
exclusivenees, and intolerance, let us nut fall into 
latitudinarianism. When we look around us and 

denominations, with 
their conflicting doctrines and isms, it is an inter- 
esting question to know just what is our duty and 
relation to them. Tbey manifest a "zeal for God," 
if it is not always "according to knowledge," if 
we are unreservedly to extend to them Christian 
fellowship and bid them God speed, I can see no 
use or necessity for the separate existence of the 
Biethren church. We think it would be wisdom 
on our past, and acceptable to them, to allow our- 
selves to be swollowed up and absorbed by them. 
But, if, on the other hand, we have no affiliation 
with them at all, we, in this respect, get back into 
the old boat which we have so recently lett, hence, 
our duty appears to be, to use proper discrimina- 
tion, "prove all things and hold last to that which 
is good." Try every man's faith and doctrine by 
the Gospel. Follow no one further than he fel- 
lows Jesus Christ. We may fellowship all aa 
far aa they have a "Thus naith the Lord." Ac- 
cept and sanction the work of all at* tar as it is 
Christian, and not reject it simply because we did 
not do it. Truth is right wherever it is found and 


give it aa a command of the Lord. Now I hold not do it. Truth is right wherever it is lound and 

that what he says about the head-covering is exactly ' we Bhould encourage it All churches have much 

on a par with the other. He does not give it aa a | that is pure, true and good 

commandment of the Lord, but says : "We have 

such custom neither the churches of God." We should encourage them to fb*u 

The modern church that has undertaken to de- 
fine the pattern of head-dress that the woman 
should wear, and makes it a test of fellowship to 
disobey the mandate has arrogated to itself a pow- 
er that was never delegated to her by the scriptures. 
The idea that any set of men should ever have 
taken upon themselves the prerogative to exalt the 
Apostles language into the dignity of a church or- 
dinance assume to say that a woman must wear an 
artificial head-dress as a token of her submission 
to her husband, and make her salvation d pendent 
upon her fealty to this uninspired rule, is repug- 
nant to the whole gospel plan of salvation, and 
such a rule is more honored in tbe breach than in 
the observance. 

E. L. Yoseb 


Proper Discrimination, 

In this age ol liberal thought and latitudinarian- 
ism, one has frequently to surpress his honest con- 
victions of right, and float along with the popular 
current of the times, or, at the risk of being called 
a bigoted fanatic, stand up in the defense of trnth, 
and willingly combat error wherever ir may exist. 

Tbe latter certainly is the duty of the Brethren 
in tbe special work to which, through the Provi- 
dence of God, they have been called, to step out 
upon the Gospel-alone platform, before tbey were 
entirely swallowed up by tcclesiastic legislation 
and assumption. And while the sincere and hum- 
ble efforts of tbe truth-loving portion of the church, 
Were thwarted within the old organization, aa it 
formerly existed, by ruthlessly thrusting the re- 
formers out of the old organization. It is quite 
gratifying to them now to witness the fact, that 
the seed sown while in the old church, and the 
influence tbey* now exert over ber, are rapidly 
bringing about the desired reformation, and that 
has no power and in many places seemingly no de- 
sire to prevent it. Hence we see all around us 
individuals and even whole congregations that en- 
tirely ignore tbe book of minutes, which Annual 
Meeting decided snail be "the rule to all tbe 
churches." And now they are going on in Sab- 
bath school work, prayer and social meetings, us- 
ing musical instruments, unrestricted liberty in 
dress, etc., and while A, M. continues to legislate. 
It is only because, in this, they are "agoing and 


There are but few 
no individuals, perhaps none, but have some good. 

and cherish 
the good, and forsake the false and evil. 

If this is the position of the Brethren, and I un- 
derstand it is, then I can see tbe best of reasons 
why the Brethren church should maintain an ex- 
istence, and accomplish a grand and glorious mis- 
sion in tbe world. 

J. A. tilDBNOUR, 

MilfonL^Ind. 
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Dallas Center, Iowa. 

My dear and much loved brethren and sisters, 
readers of the Evangbist : I regret your words of 
Christian encouragement, so often leave a vacancy 
to be filled with clippings- from other papers. Why 
are you silent ? If you cannot pray as perfect as 
some certain brother or sister will you remain si- 
lent. I long to hear from our different churches. 
It gives us new courage. If you have not just 
had a glorious revival, tell us you arc "holding the 
fort." If isolated and standing alone tell us your 
hopes of Heaven. We expect thorns among 
roses. If brother Garber has corrected our ill- 
composed manuscript, let us kindly thank him for 
it. That is one evidence of true Christian love. 
Some ot our beet writers have filled a large space 
in the waste basket. They do not surrender at 
seeing their first attempt laid low. Turn to the 
Children's Column. How much they tell in a 
short space, not finding any fault with one or the 
other. I love to read them, for "of such is the 
kingdom of heaven." 

The Dallas Center church is in love and union 
with ourselves and all around us, so far as the love 
of Christ leads us. We have services every Sab- 
bath and every alternate Sabbath evening ; prayer- 
meeting every Saturday evening. Not praying 
only for our own household, but tor the Brethren 
church from shore to shore, including a glorious 
convention. 

'■On Clirist the solid Rock we stand, 
All else to ui to sinking Mad." 

Clara Flora. 


Death is the beginning of a life which does not 
end in death, — Rev. E. Mead. 

The tortoise is wiser than many people, in the 
fact ihat he knows when to keep bis head in his 
shell. How many of the human race are in the 
habit of projecting their heads into things for 
which they have no fittednessl — Talmage, 


